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Day of Science and Careers 
Scotland 2017

Wednesday 5 April 2017
University of Edinburgh

Time Programme

09:30 Registration and Coffee

09:50 Welcome and Introduction Sharon Todd, SCI Executive Director

Part 1 - Science Based Roles - Jan Ramakers, SCI Scotland Group Committee & Consultant

10:05 Innovation - A Genius Story 
Ms Lucinda Bruce-Gardyne, Genius Gluten Free Development Scotland

10:20 Life as an Analytical Scientist in a Contract Research Organisation Environment
Dr James O’Neill, Charles River Laboratories

10:35 Life in Wee Pharma
Dr Lyndsey Howard, Lamellar Biomedical

10:50 Soil and Suitcases: my academic career pathway 
Dr Nicholle Bell, University of Edinburgh

11:05 Questions to Panel

11:15 Build a network map 
Susan Bird, University of Edinburgh

11:20 Refreshment break

Part 2 - Where Science Meets Business -  Dr Marc Reid, SCI Scotland Group Committee & 
             University of Strathclyde                   

11:45 Academic-Industrial Partnerships 
Rocky Kindt, Scottish Bioenergy at Roslin Biocentre

12:00 Be Bold, Think Big 
Dr Elizabeth Fairley, Talking Medicines

12:15 From the Cleanroom to the Boardroom: the Rocky Road from Researcher to Entrepreneur 
Mr Alex Ward, Razorbill Instruments

12:30 Questions to panel

12:40 Build a network map 
Susan Bird, University of Edinburgh

12:45 Lunch and Networking page 1 of 2
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Time Programme

Part 3 - The Business of Science - Dr Sarah Walker, SCI Scotland Group Committee &
             University of Edinburgh

13:30 An Inventive Career Path - How a Physicist Ended Up in Intellectual Property                                                          
Dr Kate Adamson, Marks & Clerk                                                       

13:45 Pull Out the Dagger – How to Avoid Being Your Own Worst Enemy
Dr Marc Reid, University of Strathclyde

14:00 Regulatory Affairs - When is a Medicine Not a Medicine?
Mr Colin Brown, The Mentholatum Company

14:15 The Science of Sales and Marketing
Mark Zwinderman, SAS Environmental Services

14:30 Questions to Panel

14:40 Build a network map 
Susan Bird, University of Edinburgh

14:45 Refreshment Break

Part 4 - Show You Mean Business - Dr Tiffany Wood, SCI Scotland Group Chair & 
             University of Edinburgh

15:00 CVs: Maximising Your Impact 
Susan Bird, University of Edinburgh

15:15 How to Prepare for a Job Interview 
Daniel Younger, CY Partners

15:30 Questions for Panel

15:40 Drinks, nibbles and networking

16:30 End
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  Nicholle Bell     University of Edinburgh
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  Elizabeth Fairley    Talking Medicines
  Lynsey Howard    Lamellar Biomedical Ltd
  Rocky Kindt     Scottish Bioenergy
  James O’Neill     Charles River Laboratories
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  Kathleen Bell     University of Edinburgh
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  Gavin Birch     University of Edinburgh
  Ioannis Bitharas    Heriot Watt University
  Beatrice Boggio Robutti   University of Edinburgh
  Keith Bromley     University of Edinburgh
  Rebecca Brouwers    University of Edinburgh
  Callum Brownrigg    Heriot Watt University
  Harry Carstairs    University of Edinburgh
  Laura Castillo     University of Edinburgh
  Antony Chan     Heriot Watt University
  Sunay Chankeshwara    University of Edinburgh
  Raphael Chen     University of Edinburgh
  Alice Coles-Aldridge    University of St Andrews
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  Joost De Graaf    University of Edinburgh
  Katy Dickinson    University of Edinburgh
  Susana Direito     University of Edinburgh
  Eleonora Drago    University of Edinburgh
  Albina Dumani    University of the West of Scotland
  Aisha Durrani     University of the West of Scotland
  Ahmed Elhady    University of the West of Scotland
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  Vikki Evans     University of Edinburgh
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SCI Scotland Group Events & Activities

For further information, contact
E: communications@soci.org
T: +44 (0) 20 7598 1594

www.soci.org/events

The Scotland Group is active with a number of initiatives where ‘science meets business.’ Within our membership we aim to have 
involvement from industrial members from large multinationals to SMEs, academics and those working on the business side of 
chemical industries.  The chemical sciences span a broad range of sectors including oil and gas, food and drink, healthcare and 
pharmaceuticals involving professions as broad as chemists, physicists, geoscientists, biologists, food technologists, engineers and 
medics in the development of new technologies and solving existing challenges.   Business and management involvement brings 
value in ensuring that economic impact is met efficiently and appropriately.  
The SCI Scotland Group is a regional focus group within Scotland able to reflect upon the challenges faced locally. 
 

Here are some of our upcoming events and activities. Watch out for new events at www.soci.org/events.

42017

SCI Public Evening Lecture: Prof Steven Raynor - 
Science in a Post Truth World (live stream from London)

22 March 2017 University of Aberdeen

SCI Travel Bursary Applications 31 March 2017 Across Scotland

Scotland - 28th Regional Postgraduate Symposia 
(SCI Fine Chemicals Group)

04 April 2017 University of Aberdeen

Day of Science and Careers Scotland 2017 05 April 2017 University of Edinburgh

SCI Scotland Group PhD Student Competition 14 April 2017 Across Scotland

SCI Public Evening Lecture: Prof Glen Gibson - 
Getting to the Guts of Microbiology 
(live stream from London)

26 April 2017 University of Aberdeen

SCI Scholarship Applications 30 April 2017 Across Scotland

SCI Public Evening Lecture: Lord David Willetts - 
Securing the UK’s future industrial success

23 May 2017 Univesity of Aberdeen

Macro Group UK Young Researchers’ Meeting 19 - 20 June 2017 University of Edinburgh

SCI Public Evening Lecture: Prof Michael Kelly
Future Energy Needs and Engineering Reality
(live stream from London)

28 June 2017 University of Aberdeen

www.soci.org/
ww.soci.org


Deadline for applications: 14 April 2017

Calling all PhD scientific researchers at Scottish Universities! 

SCI’s Scotland Regional Group is offering up to twelve SCI student memberships to PhD students working in scientific 
research in Scottish Universities, to help with networking and professional development opportunities.

Award Benefits:
4One year’s complimentary SCI membership (worth £25): which entitles the winners to:

    4  Savings of up to 75% on SCI conferences and events (compared to standard, full registration fee)
    4  Subscription to Chemistry and Industry (C&I) magazine
    4 Discounts on book and journal purchases
    4 Access to specialist technical groups for research discussions and networking
    4 Eligibility to apply for scholarships and travel bursaries to attend conferences
    4 Access to SCI’s Mentoring Programme*

4Winners will be given opportunities to build their networks with academics and industrialists, and develop future skills to 
    help with their onward careers

4The top three winning articles will also be published on www.soci.org and in C&I Magazine

Application Criteria
4Applications are invited from PhD students working in scientific research at a Scottish university

4Please submit a 600-word article describing your PhD research project and its relevance to the SCI strapline ‘where science   
    meets business’

4Applications should be written in a format suitable for publication in a scientific news magazine read by scientifically 
    literate members of the general public (such as New Scientist)

4Please visit http://bit.ly/SCIPhD1 to view the application criteria

4Applications should be made via: http://bit.ly/SCIPhD2 by 14 April 2017.

SCI Scotland Group PhD Student Awards 2017

Apply today!
E: awards@soci.org
T: +44 (0)20 7598 1594

www.soci.org/awards

*subject to certain criteria. Please contact mentoring@soci.org to find out more

Organised by SCI’s Scotland Group

www.soci.org/


SCI Scholarships
£5,000 will be awarded to the best and brightest. Are you 
one of them? We are looking for PhD students with a track 
record of academic achievement who are also great science 
communicators. 
If you are a PhD student in the UK or Republic of Ireland approaching the 2nd year of your research 
degree, you are eligible to compete for an SCI Scholarship worth £5,000 over two years to help support 
your studies. 

Applications are invited from students within all areas covered by SCI’s diverse, multi-disciplinary technical 
interest groups across the scientific and engineering spectrum:

�� Industrial biotechnology, biosciences or food science
�� Chemical engineering to horticulture
�� Environmental science to polymer science
�� Applied chemistry to cement science
�� ...and much more! www.soci.org/Membership-and-Networks/Technical-Groups

In addition to the scholarship, you will benefit from publishing opportunities, access to a 
high-calibre network to help launch your career, and opportunities to present your work and 
raise your profile within the scientific community. SCI Scholarships are prestigious and 
competitive awards, well-respected by industry professionals and academics. 

An SCI Scholarship is an important addition to your CV.

The annual deadline to receive completed applications is 30 April
Apply online: www.soci.org/awards/scholarships

E: awards@soci.org
www.soci.org

www.soci.org/
http://www.soci.org/Membership-and-Networks/Technical-Groups


Are you planning to travel to a conference or site visit and in need of funds? Then look no further than the SCI Travel Bursary 
scheme!

SCI offers travel bursaries of up to £1,500 which contribute towards the development of early career researchers.  Previous 
travel bursary winners have travelled the globe and have gained more than just financial support. Through their bursary they 
have broadened their vision and been able to share cutting-edge knowledge to an international audience whilst networking 
with eminent scientists from around the world. 

Reflecting SCI’s multidisciplinary nature, we offer several Travel Bursaries in a vast array of scientific disciplines. Our Travel 
Bursary Winners come from diverse backgrounds - from food and agrisciences, through to environment, energy, materials 
and health. 

For a full range of SCI’s Technical Interest Groups, please visit: www.soci.org/membership-and-networks/technical-groups 

SCI Travel Bursaries:
A world of knowledge at your fingertips

Award Deadline Travel Dates
�� AJ Banks: food science, food engineering & 

technology
�� 31 March �� 1 July - 31 December 
�� 31 October �� 1 January - 30 June 

�� Messel: chemical and biological sciences &      
engineering

�� 31 March �� 1 July - 31 December
�� 31 October �� 1 January - 30 June

�� Richardson: process engineering, process   
chemistry & related topics   

�� 31 March �� 1 July - 31 December
�� 31 October �� 1 January - 30 June

�� Leverhulme: for applicants in the Liverpool & 
North West Region

�� 31 March �� 1 July - 31 December
�� 31 October �� 1 January - 30 June

�� Rideal: Colloid & Surface Chemistry �� 15 April �� 1 July - 31 December
�� 15 October �� 1 December - 30 June

�� David Miller: horticulture & plant science �� 13 April �� 1 July - 31 December

To apply or for more information:
E: awards@soci.org
www.soci.org/Awards/Travel-Bursaries

www.soci.org/
mailto:conferences@soci.org


SCI was established to promote and encourage collaboration between science and business, with a particular 
focus on improving the areas of agri-food, materials, health & wellbeing, energy and the environment. To 
enhance scientists’ business acumen, SCI is launching an innovative national competition, together with 
a  business training workshop. If you have a novel, scientifically plausible idea and are keen to develop 
your understanding of business planning then enter the bright SCIdea competition. This is an excellent 
opportunity to develop your skills, network with future employers and win a cash prize!

Prizes 
The winning team will receive:

�� A cash prize of £1000

�� One year SCI membership for each team member

�� An opportunity to present their idea at an SCI event

What’s your bright SCIdea? - Register your interest

Benefits
All entrants will receive free, professional training from leading experts.

Finalists will be invited to present their idea in front of their peers, judges, and industry leaders, which 
will provide an opportunity to build skills in scientific communication and business. Your profile will be 
raised amongst the scientific and business community and there will be opportunities for training and 
mentoring.

How to enter?
�� Form a team of 2-5 students and come up with your bright SCIdea which supports an idea to solve 

a real world problem with a scientific solution

�� Attend the training workshop which will cover producing a business plan and pitching your idea to 
investors (at least one team member must attend the training to enter the competition)

�� Produce a full business plan following the training session

�� Shortlisted teams will pitch their business plan to our judging panel for the chance to win £1000 

  @SCIupdate

#brightSCIdea

Register your interest today!
E: communications@soci.org
T: +44 (0)20 7598 1514
www.soci.org/awards



Discover a range of options for early career stage scientists and engineers to share 
knowledge and experiences with others across the UK and beyond. SCI supports 
undergraduates, PhD students, postdocs and those starting out in industry and academia 
or returning after a career break, to enhance career prospects, stay informed and develop 
a lifetime of contacts.

Awards
SCI is committed to investing in the development of Early Career Scientists 
who will make up the chemical research bodies and industrial talent pool 
of the future. A history of generous endowments made by past members 
enables SCI to offer a range of bursaries, fellowships, scholarships and 
studentship, with SCI’s College of Scholars supporting Scholars throughout 

Networking & Mentoring 
Our personal network enables members to come together and foster 
commercialisation and innovation. Working with our more experienced 
members, Early Career Scientists can receive general careers advice or 
answers to very specific questions arising through their work or research. 
Training opportunities can be accessed in-house or through our multi-
disciplinary network.

Conferences and Events
Each year SCI organises around 250 conferences and events, reaching 
thousands of people via lectures, site visits, competitions and networking 
meetings. A number of the events run by SCI’s Interest Groups are aimed at 
Early Career Scientists and we work with partner organisations such as the 
Royal Society and Sense about Science to target those starting out.

For further information, please visit us at: www.soci.org

SCI Early Careers – start your career connected

Recruitment and Personal Development
SCI has a wide range of Technical and Regional Interest Groups, covering 
themes across Food, Environment, Health, Materials and Energy. SCI 
Members have the opportunity to get involved with the Group Committees 
as well as SCI’s Governance Committees. Becoming an active volunteer 
or SCI Ambassador for any of the Groups or committees will create and
strengthen your skills in networking, event planning, leadership, team 
work, budgeting and marketing.

�� >10 historic medals
�� 10 memorial lectures
�� 15 major awards

�� ~ 2500 people reached   
 each year
�� 250 technical conferences  

 and informative events

�� 18 Technical Interest   
 Groups
�� 9 Regional Interest   

 Groups
�� 4 International Groups

�� ~ 2 Early Careers events  
 per month

SCI is a unique multi-science and multidisciplinary forum where 
science meets business.



For further information, please visit us at: www.soci.org

Travel Bursaries
Travel Bursaries are offered twice a year to promising researchers to attend conferences and/or 
visit relevant research institutions. Awards of up to £1,500 are available to support travel relating 
to the diverse areas of interest across SCI’s Technical Groups including; Food Science, Horticulture, 
Chemical & Life Sciences, Process Engineering, Colloid and Surface Science and Carbon Science.
Scholarships, Fellowships & Studentships
SCI Scholarships are prestigious and competitive awards, well-respected by industry professionals 
and academics and are worth £5,000 over two years. Applications are invited from across the 
scientific and engineering spectrum. For recent food engineering graduate or post-graduate 
students and non-UK residents we offer the Seligman APV Fellowship worth £11,000, to come 
to the UK and dedicate a continuous period of up to six months on project based studies.  
The Daphne Jackson Fellowship offers flexible, part-time, paid fellowships to scientists, engineers and 
technologists who have taken a career break of two or more years for family, caring or health reasons. 
The RS/SCI Studentship scheme, was set up with the legacy left by former SCI life member Sydney 
Andrew, provides funding for two RS Fellows, to enlist a student to support their project.

SCI’s College of Scholars was established to help current Scholars make the most of the 
opportunities an SCI Scholarship provides, and to make past and present Scholars aware 
of SCI resources that may be of value to them in their current research and future career. It 
seeks to support Scholars throughout the funded period and provide a platform for continued 
support while developing a strong network and building a base for future leadership. 
All scholarship and bursary recipients, all SCI prize winners and RS/SCI students are members of the 
College of Scholars.

Recruitment Events
SCI runs 5-6 recruitment events each year across the UK for science students and early career 
researchers. These are designed to attract STEM students into industry promoting jobs and offering 
employers an excellent talent pool from which to recruit.

SCI Ambassador Scheme
The SCI Ambassadors Scheme aims to improve links with universities across the UK through SCI’s 
network of Early Career Scientists. This scheme asks SCI volunteers to promote SCI and its activities 
through their institution, therefore building their networking, marketing and leadership skills.   

SCI Early Careers Benefits

SCI, 14-15 Belgrave Square, London, SW1X 8PS

T: +44 (0)20 7598 1500 / E: secretariat@soci.org / W: www.soci.org

SCI is a unique multi-science and multidisciplinary forum where 
science meets business.

Access to Awards

Access to the College of Scholars

Access to Events

Opportunities to present research
Regular competitions are held on a yearly basis including the Young Researchers in Agri-Food 
Competition, IFST Young Scientist Competitions and The National Retrosythesis Competition, which  
allow Early Career Scientists to present their research to an audience of experts and their peers.

Education and Training Events
SCI is accredited by the CPD Standards Office, and all SCI members are offered a range of support 
and training opportunities, such as science specific training and industry/applied training through 
our range of multidisciplinary events that could earn you CPD points.

Networking and Mentoring

Mentoring Programme
This programme allows Early Career Scientists to network and connect with experienced members 
for advice and support.

Involvement with Committees
SCI Members have the opportunity to get involved with the Group Committees as well as SCI’s 
Governance Committees which enables you to obtain and strengthen transferable skills outside of 
your usual expertise.



SCI Ambassadors
The SCI Ambassador scheme was established 
to increase awareness of SCI activities in 
universities and industry, whilst also 
rewarding our most committed young 
members with opportunities for networking 
and professional development. 

All SCI members are welcome to become an 
ambassador. The scheme is targeted towards  
university students (PhD and MSc) and those 
who are just starting out in industry or 
academia.

Why become an ambassador? 
In recognition of their important role,  
we provide a number of benefits for  
ambassadors.

•	 Online profile
Promote yourself to experts in science and 
industry with a biography on the SCI website. 

•	 Meet new people
SCI members and ambassadors come from 
many different organisations and regional areas. 
Engaging with SCI allows you to expand your 
network.

•	 Mentoring
Ambassadors are eligible to take part in the SCI 
Mentoring Programme - normally only available 
after two years of SCI membership. 

•	 College of Scholars membership
Enrolment into SCI’s College of Scholars which 
brings together young scientists and industry 
experts to offer exclusive additional 
opportunities for training and networking.

Supporting early careers
SCI’s early career network aims to support 
those in the early stages of their academic or 
industrial careers with tailored events, 
workshops and forums. SCI also provides 
travel bursaries, scholarships and mentoring 
opportunities. See www.soci.org/early-careers
for more information. 

About SCI
SCI is a multi-disciplinary society connecting 
scientists and business people to advance 
the commercial application of science. Our aim 
is to share and exchange information, ideas, 
innovations and research. Members’ interests 
in our growing network span sectors as diverse 
as food and bio-renewables, water, waste and 
environment, energy, materials and
manufacturing.

Become an ambassador!

We are looking for more ambassadors - send 
an email to communications@soci.org with 
the subject line SCI Ambassador for more 
information. www.soci.org

What we want from you
Ambassadors are asked to promote SCI by 
sharing relevant events, awards 
information and the benefits of membership 
with their professional networks. Ambassadors 
can get further involved by organising events or 
joining a committee to develop their skills.

http://www.soci.org/early-careers
mailto:communications@soci.org
www.soci.org


 

SCI Today: Key activities are focused on translating knowledge, skilling, 
strategy and policy, and promoting science and industry 

 
Networking  
& informing

 

Promoting 
Innovation & 

Industry

 
Policy &  
Strategy

 
Skills &  

Education

Conferences & events
 -   >250 events
 - Range of Partner events

Group networks

Public Evening Lectures
Wide range of topics
 - Science
 - Industry
 - Topical

Recruitment days at  
Universities
 ~5-6 events pa

College of Scholars

Mentoring Programme

CPD registered courses
 - Science specific training
 - Industry/applied training
 - Multidisciplinary events

Policy Work

Government projects 

Member of  
Parliamentary &  
Scientific Committee

Chemistry Growth  
Partnership

Chemistry & Industry  
magazine

Leading science journals

Wide range of bursaries 
sponsorships & awards:
>10 prestigious medals
10 memorial lectures
15 major awards

Royal Society  
Partnership
Industrial studentships

 

Working with:

SCI Activity Overview



Participation in a unique multi-disciplinary network in a science-based learned society, open to all

Monthly printed copy of Chemistry & Industry (C&I), SCI's respected in-house magazine - free of charge

Digital download of 12 Issues per year of C&I magazine from iTunes and Google Play for your mobile device(s)

Access to C&I e-Book via the SCI website and online C&I archive

Public Evening Lecture series provided by nationally-recognised speakers

Enhance your CV by getting involved with Technical Interest Group (TIG) activities in a wide range of globally important strategic 
areas (e.g. food and bio-renewables, water, waste & environment, energy, materials & manufacturing and health & wellbeing)

Grow your skills set by getting involved with Regional Interest Group (RIG) activities including lectures, networking and social 
events

Sign up to receive e-alerts e.g. TIG/RIG events, SCI and C&I newsletters

Discounted rates for a wide range of conferences and seminars including those organised by partner organisations

SCI journals subscriptions at a discount

Up to 50% discount on all Wiley books except for encyclopedias and major reference works

Inclusion in the SCI Members' Directory. Full members can also search and connect with all other members

Participation and contribution at the SCI AGM and annual Members' Forum - travel costs paid to Members' Forum

Opportunity to present posters at events for SCI members, and a selected number of conferences

Availability of travel bursaries, scholarships and grants

Availability of Benevolent fund to support members who are facing hardship

Early career support and participation in events for younger members

Access to the SCI Mentoring Programme (members need to be in SCI membership for a minimum of two years; or have 
demonstrated some commitment to SCI - e.g. committee membership, event activity, or be a member of the College of Scholars)

Society information, forum and debates via the website

Join the SCI e-Forum

Access to C&I webinars

Professional affiliation designated as SCImem

Use of the SCI Members’ Room

Membership Fees
Standard Member: £90 (£75 direct debit)   Student Member: £25 (£15 direct debit)   e-Member: £10

Benefits of SCI Membership

Join today!
E: membership@soci.org

T: +44 (0)20 7598 1503

www.soci.org/membership

As an SCI member you will receive a range of benefits including access to a multi-disciplinary network with an interest in chemistry or related 
sciences. You will also receive updated news and information about the sector and SCI's involvement in it. The SCI membership network will 
help support your professional development as you meet potential employers or employees, develop collaborative relationships with 
peers, find experts in a myriad of topics, and even partners for business ventures.
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Membership Application Form

Title

First name

Last name 

Date of birth (dd/mm/yy)

Company/University

Job title

Mailing address

Post/Zip code

Telephone

Personal email

Work email

Personal Details Select Your Interest Groups

Please tick one primary and one secondary group you would
like to join. You can change your choices at any time.

Primary Secondary

Agrisciences

Biotechnology

British Carbon 

Colloid and Surface Chemistry

Construction Materials

Electrochemical Technology

Energy

Environment, Health and Safety

Fine Chemicals

Fire and Materials

Food

Horticulture

Lipids

Macro

Materials Chemistry

Process Engineering

Science and Enterprise

Separation Science and Technology

Young Chemists’ Panel

Charter, By-laws and Rules of the Society 
I the undersigned, having applied to SCI to join as a member, hereby declare that I will adhere to the
provisions set out in the Charter, By-laws and Rules of the Society. I further undertake to abide by the
Members’ Code of Ethics
(copies available at www.soci.org/membership).

Data Protection Act 1998
All information we hold concerning you as an individual will be held and processed by SCI strictly in accordance with the 
provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998.

SCI will use the information supplied by you to provide and administer its activities and for the supply of
products and services. We will not, without your
consent, supply your contact details to any third party except where (1) such transfer is a necessary part of the activities 
that we undertake, or (2) we are required to do so by the operation of the law. SCI members have the right under the Data 
Protection Act 1998 to obtain personal data held on them.

SCI Member Declaration

Signature of Applicant Date 

Reason for joining SCI?

Attend events

C&I magazine

Awards

Join committee

Member benefits

Subject interest

Members’ directory

Networking

Please specify at which event you received this flyer

Event name Event date 

To return this form by post, please send to: SCI, 14-15 Belgrave Square, London, SW1X 8PS, UK
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5 April 2017
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